
 

Michael Nickerson-Rossi (Artistic Director) 

Upon being recognized for his choreography in college and commissions, Michael launched 
and founded his dance company and non-profit, “Nickerson-Rossi Dance,” in 2013. Michael’s 
dance career propelled after Nickerson-Rossi Dance was commissioned at the Palm Springs 
Art Museum’s Annenberg Theater in 2012. Later at the Annenberg he was titled the Creative 
Director of Dance (2015/16). A big transition brought Michael to the East Coast where the 
position of Creative Director of Dance was created for him at the Uptown! Knauer Performing 
Arts Center (2016/17)  in West Chester, Pennsylvania. 

While traveling between the East & West Coasts, Michael founded and produced the Palm 
Springs Dance Festival (2015/2019). The festival is now the Palm Springs International Dance 
Festival (2020/ Current) in celebration of the esteemed artists and educators that Michael 
presents from around the world.  

Michael built a modern/contemporary technique program at Princeton Ballet in New Jersey 
(2018). He is the first cohort faculty at the brand new BFA dance program at Johns Hopkins 
University’s Peabody Conservatory, in Baltimore, Maryland, teaching modern technique, 
composition and dance production. Other higher educational institutions Michael educated at 
include: New York University, Loyola Marymount University, American College Dance 
Festival, Drexel University and over 30 other universities.  

The non-profit mission of Nickerson-Rossi Dance is to provide dance programs to youth, 
young adults and adults that focus on dance education, dance as a therapeutic value, and 
access to professional performances. To carry out this mission Michael created his outreach 
entitled the “uNdeRstanD program,” which has worked with the LGBTQ Center in Long 
Beach, Versa-Style P.E.C. in Los Angeles, Project Home in Philadelphia, Barbara Sinatra 
Children’s Center, Desert Regional Hospital ( Comprehensive Cancer Center ) and Palm 
Springs Unified School District.  The uNdeRstanD program provides all diverse and minority 
communities a platform to engage in artistic expression, and unify the body and creativity as 
a tool when words are not enough.  

Today, Nickerson-Rossi Dance is art partners with Riverside County’s Office of Education, 
reaching over 420,000 students with educational, therapeutic, and physical recovery 
programs through the medium dance.  

As a response to the 2020 pandemic, Michael founded and established the Palm Springs 
Dance Academy. The academy is the official school of the Nickerson-Rossi Dance Company. 
The Academy's mission is to provide comprehensive dance education for pre-professional 
dancers and to serve the community with enrichment, outreach, home school and after school 
dance programs. 




